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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On Page 1 , U [0002], the first two sentences should be combined to be one 
sentence. 

On Page 4, ^ [0008], the last two lines should begin a new sentence at "thus". 
On Page 19, U [0053], "all makes" should be -all make—. 
On Page 22, H [0062], insert -by- after "further". 
On Page 23, U [0064], "than" should be -then—. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1 to 6, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Mayer. 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 10, Mayer discloses a method and 
apparatus for a voice interface with hyperlinked information, comprising: 

"determining a current list item corresponding to the list item in the sequence of 
list items that is either: (a) currently being played back by the computer system; or (b) 
was the most recent list item already played back by the computer system" - a given 
HTML document page (for aural presentation to a system user) is analyzed by 
Hypertext Identification Processor 310 to identify hypertext on the page, and provided to 
Voiced Translation (TTS) system 210 for conversion to speech by translating text to 
sequences of phonemes; correlated hypertext and phoneme sequences are presented 
to a Window Filter 320 which identifies which of the hyperlink word/phrases have been 
played to the user up to a given time (column 6, line 46 to column 7, line 3: Figure 3); 

"exposing within a runtime environment of the declarative markup language a 
relative time corresponding to an amount of time from the start of playback of the 
current list item until with the command input was received" - Window Filter 330 selects 
the most recently played hypertext ("the declarative markup language") and all 
preceding hypertext within a certain duration in the past ("a relative time corresponding 
to an amount of time from the start of playback of the current list item") (which could be 
measured in, for example, seconds or words); a conventional Automatic Speech 
Recognition processor 350 receives unknown speech ("the command input") from the 
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user (via Barge-In Filter 220) and operates to recognize the speech as one of the 
current vocabulary hyperlink words (column 7, lines 3 to 21 : Figure 3); 

"comparing the relative time to a predetermined time corresponding to an amount 
of allowed target window overlap" - a sliding window of most recently furnished 
hyperlinks, the size of the window being defined by a predetermined time interval, is 
established (column 8, lines 52 to 66: Figure 7: Step 502-1); "an amount of allowed 
target window overlap" corresponds to the predetermined time interval defining the size 
of the window as containing a plurality of hyperlinks currently active within the speech 
recognition vocabulary; 

"selecting the applicable list item based on the comparing and the current list 
item" - upon recognition of a hyperlink word/phrase, an output of the recognizer system 
is provided for action appropriate to the selected hyperlink word (column 7, lines 24 to 
29: Figure 3); a predefined action is carried out by initiating a transaction, performing a 
transaction, or identifying a second corpus of text based on the recognized hyperlink 
(column 8, line 66 to column 9, line 3: Figure 7: Step 502-3). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, "a current list item" corresponds to a later hyperlink in 
a sequence and "a most recent list item already played" corresponds to an earlier 
hyperlink in a sequence; Mayer discloses hyperlinks provided later within the sliding 
window are weighted so they are more likely to be recognized relative to hyperlinks 
provided earlier (column 8, lines 58 to 66: Figure 7: Step 502-2); thus, later hyperlinks 
are recognized as time passes ("the relative time is greater than or equal to the 
predetermined time") within a predetermined time interval defined by a sliding window. 
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Regarding claims 4 and 6, "a current list item" corresponds to a later hyperlink in 
a sequence and "a previous list item" corresponds to an earlier hyperlink in a sequence; 
Mayer discloses hyperlinks provided later within the sliding window are weighted so 
they are more likely to be recognized relative to hyperlinks provided earlier (column 8, 
lines 58 to 66: Figure 7: Step 502-2); however, earlier hyperlinks are recognized during 
a time occurring at the beginning of the time ("the relative time is less than or equal to 
the predetermined time") within a predetermined time interval defined by a sliding 
window. 

Regarding claim 5, Mayer discloses hyperlinks provided later within the sliding 
window are weighted so they are more likely to be recognized relative to hyperlinks 
provided earlier (column 8, lines 58 to 66: Figure 7: Step 502-2); thus, if the previous list 
item is a first list item, then the first list item is recognized at a time occurring at the 
beginning of window. 

Regarding claim 9, Mayer discloses a predefined action is carried out by initiating 
a transaction or performing a transaction ("a request to purchase the applicable list 
item"), as a transaction implies a purchase (column 8, line 66 to column 9, line 3: Figure 
7: Step 502-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mayer in view of Ladd et a/. 

Concerning claim 7, Mayer discloses actions words ("the command input") are of 
the sort: "stop", "back", "start", "slower", "faster", etc. (column 4, lines 40 to 44), but does 
not specifically disclose words selected from the set "that one", "buy it", "tell me more", 
"more", "previous", "next", "delete", and "repeat". However, "back" as disclosed by 
Mayer is sufficiently similar to "previous" as claimed so as to be a synonym. Moreover, 
claiming as "a command selected from the set" requires only one of the enumerated 
elements of the set to be disclosed by the prior art to make the claim obvious. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize the command input 
"previous" as claimed because Mayer teaches an action word "back", which is 
synonymous. 

Concerning claim 8, Mayer discloses HTML pages ("executable program code") 
for playing hyperlinks ("list items"), but does not expressly disclose markup tags for 
indicating list items. However, it is well known that HTML utilizes tags to create 
hyperlinks. Ladd et al. teaches a markup language for interactive services, where 
markup tags identify each markup language element. (Abstract; Column 16, Lines 26 to 
38: Figure 6) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize 
tags to identify hyperlinks as taught by Ladd et al. for the hyperlinks in HTML pages of 
Mayer because it is well known that markup tags identify markup language elements in 
HTML. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 1 to 13 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a mark semantic for 
providing a relative offset from a voice command during an aural presentation of a 
plurality of options. Specifically, a mark semantic is a known element of HTML, but 
there is no suggest of using a mark semantic for the purpose of providing a relative time 
offset. Ladd et al. discloses a TIMEOUT "value" (column 19, lines 39 to 52; column 20, 
lines 48 to 65), but does not suggest a mark semantic. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants' disclosure. 

Profit, Jr. et al., Larson, and Mittendorfer et al. disclose related art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Martin Lerner whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
9064. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM Monday to 
Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (703) 305-9645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Martin Lerner 
Examiner 

Group Art Unit 2654 



